
25th Annual Anodizing Conference & Exposition
October 4–6, 2016
 MONTREAL   QUEBEC   CANADA

Gain insight into the world of anodizing to advance  
your knowledge and move your company forward! 

• Technology Sessions
• General Sessions
• Anodizing Expo

• Networking
• Anodizing Workshops 

( Levels 1 and 2)

Take Advantage of
Technical Focus Sessions

Take part in three extensive tracks with five top level sessions that run 
concurrently and are filled with a variety of information. Maximize your 
learning experience by sending team members to participate and share 
these track sessions with the rest of your company!

TM



Monday, October 3rd
8:30 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. Anodizing Essentials  

Workshop (Level 1)

10:00 a.m.– 6:15 p.m. Committee & Board of 
Directors Meetings

Tuesday, October 4th
7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. REGISTRATION
8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. Anodizing Quality  

Workshop (Level 2)

12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. A&D Prévost Plant Tour
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. New Member Reception  

(by invitation only)
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Welcome Reception & 

Anodizing Expo Open

Wednesday, October 5th
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast & Anodizing  

Expo Open
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. REGISTRATION
8:30 a.m. – Noon  Anodizing Conference 

Opening General Session
Noon – 1:15 p.m.  Lunch & Anodizing  

Expo Open
1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. FOCUS SESSIONS: 
TRACKS: Process Challenges, Technical, and 
Manufacturing for Anodizing
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Reception,  

Anodizing Expo Open
Thursday, October 6th
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast &  

Anodizing Expo Open
8:30 a.m. – Noon   Anodizing Conference 

Closing General Session
12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Education Committee & 

Post Conference Critique

25th Annual Anodizing Conference & Exposition
October 4–6, 2016  MONTREAL, QUEBEC   CANADA

The 25th Annual Anodizing Conference this year delivers industry-
focused information and education, giving anodizers the tools and know-
how to make well-informed decisions and improve their companies’  
performance for three decades!

This conference offers:
• Educational sessions
• Business information
• Industry analysis

Why Attend
• Acquire fresh, up-to-date 

information on industry issues
• Gain technical insights
• Learn troubleshooting techniques
• Expand and develop industry 

relationships
• Increase your career-advancement 

potential

• Enhance and expand business 
operations

• Achieve a higher level of 
understanding of technological 
and business issues

• Gather data on industry equipment, 
supplies, and services.

Who Should Attend
Anodizers, suppliers, professionals — anyone who is involved in 
operating, supporting, or promoting the anodizing process, should 
attend the Anodizing Conference. The program is designed to appeal 
to a wide variety of anodizing industry professionals at every level of 
production — from the front office to the shop floor.

What is Included in  
the Program?
This three-day comprehensive event offers 
education, information and networking 
geared specifically to the anodizing 
community. Your paid registration includes 
entry to the Anodizing Conference General 
Sessions, Focus Sessions, Anodizing Expo, 
and networking events. 

The following Value-Added Options are available with an additional fee and registration:  
A & D Prévost Plant Tour, the Anodizing Essentials (Level 1) Workshop, the Anodizing Quality 
Workshop, our Level 2-course in the AAC School for Anodizers. This Advanced class moves 
beyond the anodizing basics to address quality and process issues commonly faced by anodizers.

Schedule at a Glance

• Technology exchange 
• Networking opportunities  

and much more!

1 25th AAC Anodizing Conference & Exposition
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Hotel Omni Mont-Royal Montreal
1050 rue Sherbrooke ouest
Montreal, Quebec  H3A 2R6 
Canada
Ph: 514.284.1110
Reservations: 1.800.843.6661

School for Anodizers 
AAC developed the School for Anodizers as an educational program  
for industry professionals to improve their operations and level of expertise. 
The following courses are offered as additional educational options during the 2016 
Anodizing Conference. Additional fee and registration are required. Further program 
details can be found online at AACconf.org . 

Anodizing Essentials Workshop – Level 1 
Monday, October 3rd • 8:30 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.  A Value-Added Option

This one-day program for anodizers teaches the fundamentals and the foundation of 
quality anodizing. This basic course explains how to anodize aluminum properly and 
was developed by anodizing professionals for anodizing professionals.
With an emphasis on quality, the program takes the learner through the entire process 
– beginning with the metallurgical properties of aluminum alloys commonly anodized 
right through to the final rinse and sealing processes. This course is ideal for those 
who may be new to working the anodizing line, as well as those who oversee the 
process or who may simply want a refresher – a reminder of best practices.
Registration for this course includes breakfast, lunch, welcome reception, and course 
materials. For more information, including complete schedule, session topics, and 
descriptions, visit AACconf.org . 

Anodizing Quality Workshop – Level 2 
Tuesday, October 4th • 8:30 a.m.– 3:45 p.m.  A Value-Added Option

This advanced class moves beyond the anodizing basics to address quality and 
process issues commonly faced by anodizers. The first half of the workshop explains 
manufacturing processes and metal finishing, followed by how to recognize and 
troubleshoot anomalies that may manifest through the processes discussed. The 
second half of the workshop offers a series of interactive “Troubleshooting Stations” 
where process experts will host small groups to discuss various individual problems, 
building on the principles presented in the first half of the workshop. 
*Feel free to bring in your own small pieces of anodized aluminum that you are having 
a problem with and the group can help you figure out a solution.
Registration for this course includes breakfast, lunch, welcome reception, and 
course materials.
Workshop Topics:

Room Reservations
Make your room reservations directly 
with the hotel by calling: 1.800.843.6661. 
AAC’s group room rate is $195 (CD), 
single or double occupancy, plus tax. 
To receive this special rate, make your 
reservation over the phone or online no 
later than September 1, 2016.  
(5:00 p.m. Local Time)
Visit AACconf.org for a link to the hotel reservations page featuring the special AAC discount room rates and for room reservation cancellation policy information.

A&D Prévost Plant Tour 
Tuesday, October 4th 
 A Value-Added Option   
(An additional fee and registration is required) 
Participation is limited.  
Approval is needed by Prévost A&D

Founded in Richelieu, Québec, in 1959, 
A&D Prévost Inc. has become a major 
supplier of architectural aluminum 
products in Canada. The company’s line 
of premium quality architectural products 
includes curtain walls, skylights,  
windows, doors and entrances, as well  
as a variety of extrusions for the glass and 
glazing industry.

In 2014 A&D Prévost Inc. reengineered 
their 1996-line based on 3 goals:  Increase 
the line capacity, the efficiency, and 
stabilize the process without additional 
room. The major transformation involved 
chemical process, equipment occupancy, 
layout and automation. The new line 
consists of 21 tanks, 32-ft in length. 
Architectural class I & II coatings are 
produced in clear and tin electro-colors 
supplying a wide variety of markets with 
quality anodizing.

• Anodizing Basics for Aluminum Surfaces
• Manufacturing Processes
• Effective Troubleshooting

• A Systems Approach to Quality Anodizing
• Breakout Tabletop Discussions of  
 Anomalies (defects), their Causes & Cures

Advance to the Next Level with Value-Added Options 
Adding optional events can help you advance to gain more insight into the world of anodizing to advance 
your knowledge, help move your career and company forward. Take part in the next level of your Anodizing 
Conference experience today! (See registration form for cost details on page 6.)

2AACconf.org  



The Program Schedule*

New Member Reception
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  By invitation only
Join us at the New Member Reception as we welcome and 
introduce those who joined our organization during the last 
year. This is an excellent networking opportunity  
for everyone!

Welcome Reception and Anodizing Expo
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Whether you are looking to reconnect with friends and 
colleagues, or meet and mingle with new contacts, the 
Welcome Reception is the place to bridge your connections. 
Set amid the business-friendly Anodizing Expo, this provides 
a great opportunity to ask questions, get answers, and 
establish new contacts in the anodizing industry.

Tuesday, October 4th

Plenary Session Highlights
8:30 a.m. – Noon

AAC Chairman’s Welcome, AAC Annual Meeting 
and Business Report  
Jack Tetrault, Sanford Process Corporation

Update on the Status of the AAC  
Anodizing Specification  
Mark Jozefowicz, Reliant Aluminum Products, LLC

Potential of Coupling Solar Cell and AI for Energy 
Recovery Devices 
Professor Mathieu Brochu, McGill University

A significant static surface area of anodized Al is directly 
exposed to the sun and thus could be taken advantage 
of to increase the availability of energy. This presentation 
will summarize the last five year of work done at McGill 
University in the development of new Al-based energy 
recovery systems. The results obtained to date are  
highly competitive to other metallic-based energy  
recovery systems.

Wednesday, October 5th

A New Approach for the Determination of Chemistry 
and Optical Properties of AAO Layers Electrocolored 
in Tin and Copper Based Solutions 
Pinar Afsin, Politeknik Metal San. Tic. A.S.

The most common method of coloring aluminum anodic 
oxide (AAO) layers is by electrolytic coloring in a solution 
using AC, DC or pulse polarization that contains metal 
ions such as Ni, Co, Sn, Cu. During the process, metal 
ions that are present in the solution deposit in the AAO 
pores resulting in coloring. This study aims to develop a 
method for accurate determination of the chemistry of the 
deposits in the AAO pores. Results of the study clearly 
showed that the deposits that are formed in the pores 
consist of mainly sub stoichiometric oxides along with 
minor amounts of metal. Optical measurements indicated 
the minimal contribution of aluminum substrate on 
coloring in the visible region. However, major contribution 
of the presence of the metal substrate is observed in IR 
region by increased interference.

AlOxidize – Research into Improved 
Anodizing Technology 
Keith Eidschun, Analytical Specialties Inc.

AlOxidize™ is a solution developed to produce a pure 
Anodic Coating on Aluminum substrates. This Anodic 
Coating has properties unlike any other method of 
Anodization in the industry. Some of the great properties 
of AlOxidize is no micro-fractures, it has a smoother 
surface, better wear resistance and very limited 
dimensional change. The coating is also capable of 
accepting dye pigments and is optimal for color matching. 
AlOxidize™ is the new revolution in pure Aluminum Oxide 
coatings. We will be going over the testing results that we 
have and showing SEM pictures of the coating. 

Wednesday, October 5th –continued

Awards of Excellence
The Awards of Excellence are 
presented every year to recognize 
outstanding contributions to the 
Anodizing Conference and to 
advance and promote exemplary 
work in the field of anodizing. New 
award winners will be recognized 
for their work presented at the 
2015 Conference. AAC will also be 
presenting a Lifetime Achievement 
Award for dedication to the Council.
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WEDNESDAY RECEPTION SPONSOR

REGISTRATION KIT SPONSOR

WEDNESDAY RECEPTION SPONSOR

OFFICIAL MEDIA SPONSOR

TUESDAY RECEPTION SPONSOR

TUESDAY RECEPTION SPONSOR

The Program Schedule* – continued Conference Sponsors
The Council wishes to thank the following  
member companies for their sponsorship.Focus Sessions

1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Three concurrent tracks featuring 15 topic-specific presentations 
will help anodizing professionals enhance performance, improve 
practices, and gain new insights into anodizing procedures, 
processes, and information. To maximize the learning experience 
from the variety of top level focus sessions going on at the same 
time, AAC recommends you send a team of at least three people 
so one can attend each session being run concurrently. Then they 
can share their information with each other and others back at the 
company upon their return. 

Thursday, October 6th 

General Session Highlights
8:30 a.m. – Noon
Training for Employee Success 
Vance Jones, Easton Technical Products

This paper will cover the benefits of training the workforce. 
Also included will be how to determine where gaps exist within 
the workforce in regards to training. The paper will start at the 
beginning of how to decide who gets trained and what that 
training should be. Tools will be introduced that will aid in the 
training process. This paper will discuss the ways in which 
adults learn and which forms of communication are most 
effective. Also discussed in this paper will be some of the 
obstacles that we face when trying to implement training. 

Applying Lean Tools & Concepts in Anodizing & 
Manufacturing Operations 
Jared Bringhurst, Futura Industries

In this presentation, we will discuss and show how the 
application of lean tools and concepts have increased 
efficiency, improved quality, and reduced cost generally 
associated with the anodizing and other manufacturing 
processes.

The Effect of Integrated Automation Systems in 
Anodize Lines on Lean Manufacturing 
Can Akyil, Politeknik Metal San. Tic. A.S.

Automation and process control systems have been widely 
used in industrial applications over decades to improve 
productivity, traceability, safety and quality, hence applying 
the main principles of lean manufacturing. The concept of 
“Integrated Automation System” refers to collecting the data 
from the field and processing it in one central processor and 
manipulating the parameters simultaneously at one main 
control unit with respect to each other. This presentation aims 
to inform about how an integrated automation system provides 
improvements on lean manufacturing in an anodize line. * Due to the limited space in this brochure, session descriptions 

and abstracts have been abbreviated. For complete information 
and program details, please visit AACconf.org.

4AACconf.org  
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PROCESS CHALLENGES TRACK TECHNICAL TRACK MANUFACTURING FOR ANODIZING TRACK

Key Waste Differences Between  
US and Canada
Amy Veltri, NGE
This talk will highlight primary regulatory 
requirements associated with solid waste 
management in the US and Canada including 
a comparison of how the regulations differ.

Innovation in Anodizing: 
New Generation of Pulse Rectifiers and Additives 
for Superior Efficiency and Quality
Marcello Rossi, Italtecno Srl
The innovative anodizing technology here 
described allows to obtain aesthetic and 
quality results (color, hardness and corrosion 
resistance) that are highly superior compared 
to those obtained with the presently available 
technologies. This innovative technology uses 
a new generation additive essential in order to 
obtain the best qualitative characteristics.

Mixed Alloy Anodizing
Greg Jessup, NTS – Northern Technical Solutions
When aluminum comes into an anodizing shop 
to be finished it is assumed that the parts are 
made from the same alloy, this is not always true. 
Even in the architectural world when extrusions 
are processed there are times when alloys can be 
mixed. The onset of the LEEDs initiative has led 
to the use of rem-melt billet and this can cause 
different finishes throughout a load. The effects 
of processing mixed alloys will be discussed both 
in the job shop and in architectural anodizing. 

Acid Etch – Potential Environmental Issues  
from Ammonia 
Janette Courtney, Bonnell Aluminum
Information regarding this session will be posted 
online at AACconf.com

Hard Anodizing for Aluminum
Pinakin Patel, Techevon LLC
This paper will cover the basic characteristics of 
Hard Anodizing of different alloys. Also covered 
will be the use of additives to produce hard 
anodizing and the advantages and disadvantages 
of such additives. What will be discussed is the 
difference between hardness & wear resistance, 
importance of racking, and effect of color for-
mation of different alloys particularly as it relates 
to coating thickness. Also discussed will be the 
dyeing characteristics and limitations of hard 
anodizing.

Sulfuric / Organic Electrolytes and
Total Quality Improvement (TQI) for
Present / Future Anodizing Requirements
Fred Schaedel, Alpha Plus Systems
After the last 12 years of developmental im-
provements and successful operation in commer-
cial production, aerospace and selective brush 
anodizing, we present formulations for the new 
revised 3 part Organic Acid Blend. This Ionic 
Active Blend should really become a part of all 
sulfuric anodize electrolytes due to today,s more 
demanding quality, specifications and production 
requirements.  

New Alkaline Etchant Technology
George Federman, Technic Inc.
Alkaline etchants have a long history of use 
in the aluminum anodizing industry. They can 
produce uniform, decorative matte finishes 
(called an “E6 etch” in Europe), but also have 
been known to be more sensitive to process 
conditions that can create stain on the anodized 
aluminum finish than acidic etchants. This paper 
will also present operating strategies to consis-
tently produce an E6 finish in high production 
applications

Hot Sealing Operating Technology Review
Bojan Veber, Alufinish GmbH
The performance of the hot seal process in 
aluminum anodizing is critical to producing an 
acceptable product. This presentation will provide 
a review of the various factors – e.g., temperature, 
rinse water quality, filtration, and pH – that can 
significantly influence the performance of the final 
anodized product.

Acid Etch – Alloy Response
Linda Newman, Houghton Metal Finishing Co.
Acid etch has been gaining market share in the 
aluminum anodizing industry over the past 8 
years. Discussed will be the metal response of 
6000 series alloys as well as 5005, 3003 and oth-
ers. This presentation will also provide process 
improvements to optimize product consump-
tion, aluminum dissolution, gloss readings as 
well as discuss the many advantages of using the 
acid etch process. New industry uses of the acid 
etch process will be discussed as well.

Non-Nickel Seal Alternatives for 
Dyed Aluminum
Mark Jozefowicz,  
Reliant Aluminum Products, LLC
Early in the history of anodizing technology, 
nickel seals displaced boiling water for reasons 
that included: less dye bleed, improved seal 
quality, longer bath life & improved fastness 
properties. With today,s environmental pressures 
to eliminate nickel from the process there is an 
interest in revisiting the use of boiling water and 
other nickel free alternatives to determine the 
best available options.

Integrate Cleaning with the Processing of  
Aluminum and the Environment
Richard Mahn, Houghton Metal Finishing Co.
The process of cleaning removes unwanted materi-
als from “something”, which for this presentation is 
Aluminum. The challenge of cleaning is that this 
chemical process must be done in a manner that 
completely removes the undesirable material with-
out having a negative impact on that which is being 
cleaned. However, there must of necessity also be 
consideration given to the impact cleaning has on 
the environment. Once we have removed the un-
wanted materials, what do we do with them? What 
about the cleaners themselves? The purpose of this 
presentation is to present some cleaning basics and 
then to discuss the evolution of the cleaning process 
as it relates to the environment.

Understanding the Interface:  
Meeting the Challenges of Anodizing Cast Substrates
Jude M. Runge, Ph.D, CompCote International, Inc.
Aluminum castings enjoy widespread use in the 
automotive industry, in home appliances, hand 
tools, and other products that are used on a daily 
basis. Many of these are anodized, making the 
anodizing process just as important a consideration 
as alloy selection when designing an assembly that 
incorporates cast components. The challenges of 
producing a consistent anodic oxide finish increase 
as alloy complexity increases, and cast product can 
comprise up to twice the alloy loading of wrought 
product, making castings some of the most difficult 
substrates to anodize. This paper describes the 
process development for a common under-the-hood 
automotive application for anodized aluminum die 
castings, that demonstrates the interrelationship 
of alloy selection, casting process and anodizing, 
and how they can be optimized to yield design 
performance and appearance.
Reducing Microstructural Inhomogenities in Forged 
AA6061 Truck Wheels for Improved Anodized Finish
Nicholas E. Nanninga, Ph.D. 
and Andrew Layer, Accuride Corporation
The microstructure of AA6061 forged wheels has 
been characterized for the purpose of improving 
the gloss and visual appearance after anodizing. In 
particular, segregation around the grain boundaries 
in the cast billet can lead to coring after deformation. 
Also, the aluminum grain structure may contribute 
to the appearance of the anodized wheel. Because 
forged wheels are T6 heat treated after forging, the 
final grain structure depends on both the forging and 
heat treating processes. 
Hardness Comparison in Anodized Aluminum 
Extrusions Within 6XXX Series  
Mansoor Ali Khan Mohammed, 
Gulf Extrusions Co. LLC
In order to study the response of anodizing to 
different alloys of 6xxx series, various parameters 
such as metallography of these profiles, anod-
ized layer hardness measurement - using both 
horizontal and vertical testing techniques, and 
variation of the hardness with the temperature 
of the electrolyte, acid concentration, influence 
of homzogeneity of microstructure is studied.

Color Control and Metallurgical Impact on 
Surface of Anodized Materials
Devesh Mathur, Novelis, Inc.
Information regarding this session will be posted 
online at AACconf.com

 FOCUS SESSIONS** // Wednesday, October 5th • 1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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schedule topics and/or speakers 
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*Save with a Team Registration
Group discounts are available for 
companies registering multiple 
representatives for the Anodizing 
Conference. To qualify for the Team 
discount, all registrations must be 
sent and paid together by 9/6/16. 
Delegate substitutions may be made 
at any time without penalty.

REGISTRATION FEES

Please print. One registrant per form. Photocopy this form for additional registrants. Only those registered may attend Anodizing Conference 
Functions. Registration includes: program sessions, take-home materials, scheduled receptions, meals and break refreshments based on Conference 
or Workshop registration.

25th Anodizing Conference & Exposition 

Last Name  First Name   

Preferred Name for Badge  

Company  Job Title  

Company Address  

City  State/Province  ZIP/Postal Code  

Country  Telephone  Fax  

Email  
 Check here if you have a disability and require accommodation to fully participate. AAC will contact you.

REGISTRATION FORM 
 or Register online at AACconf.org

PAYMENT
Payment must accompany registration form; registration is not complete until payment is received. 

 Check enclosed for $  
Make check payable in U.S. dollars, drawn on a U.S. bank, to the Aluminum Anodizers Council. 
or   Credit Card:   Visa    MasterCard    AmEx    Discover
Printed name of cardholder  Signature 
Billing Address (if different from above) 

For your protection, this portion of the form will be destroyed after processing your credit card information. 
Card Number  Exp. Date V-Code: 

(3 or 4 digit code on card)

SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATION 
FORMS AND PAYMENT TO:
1000 N. Rand Road, Suite 214  
Wauconda, Illinois 60084-3102 USA 
Tel: 847.526.2010 
Fax: 847.526.3993

SECURE FAX: fax with credit card  
information to 847.526.3993 
NOTE: For your protection, please do not 
email form with credit card information. 
Please fax or mail completed form to AAC.

Cancellation policy:  
Registration fees will be refunded only 
if written notice is received on or before 
September 16, 2016. A 20% 
administrative fee will be deducted from 
the refund. 

Delegate substitutions may be made  
at any time without penalty.

FOR AAC USE ONLY  Entered  check #  ID#  AMT $ TYPE 

Registration Options 
(choose one)

Member Non-Member Total

Anodizing Conference Registration $825 $1325 $

Essentials Workshop Level 1 ONLY $400 $800 $

Quality Workshop Level 2 ONLY $400 $800 $

ADD ON OPTIONS Price/ea. Qty.

Additional Conference Registrations* $775 $1275 $

(Please copy this form and complete top portion for each attendee.)

Spouse Registration (incl. Breakfasts & 
Receptions.) Provide name for badge: $150 $150 $

Essentials Workshop Level 1 (add on) $400 $800 $

Quality Workshop Level 2 (add on) $400 $800 $

A&D Prévost Plant Tour $80 $80 $

GRAND TOTAL = $

TM
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1000 N. Rand Road, Suite 214
Wauconda, IL 60084  USA

25th Annual Anodizing  
Conference & Exposition
October 4–6, 2016
MONTREAL, QUEBEC   CANADA

Gain insight into the world of  
anodizing and move forward! 

Register Today & Save!
Team Discounts 
End September 6, 2016

AACconf.org
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